War Memorial Chapel
This part of the church became a war memorial chapel in
1923. The names of the war dead are carved into the wooden
panelling around the sides.
The panelling to the right of the altar is carved with the names
of those who died in World War One. Look closely and you will
find the names of a husband and wife: Noel and Mildred Davis.
Noel came from Newcastle and was a captain in the Duke of
Wellington’s (West Riding) Regiment. He died on 12 October
1916, aged 26. He is buried in the Guards’ Cemetery in
Lesboeufs, near the Somme. Mildred came from Dorset and
served as an ambulance driver in the French Red Cross. She

died of pneumonia on 8 October 1918, aged 25. She is buried
in Mazargues War Cemetery in Marseilles.
The panelling opposite the altar is carved with the names of
those who died in World War Two. The altar frontal was made
by the mother of one of them: Alan Robert Houstoun who was
reported missing, presumed dead, in 1942.
The small cupboard in the wall is called an aumbry, and it
contains the holy oils used in various Christian rites such as
baptism and confirmation as well as for anointing the sick. It was
given as an offering of thanks for the safe return of four Anzac
soldiers.
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Percy Shield Window
The recently restored window behind the altar is one of the
oldest pieces of stained glass in the church.
It shows the Percy Shield and commemorates the marriage in
1381 of Henry Percy, 1st Earl of Northumberland, to Maude Lucy,
widow of the Earl of Angus, and daughter of Lord Thomas Lucy
of Egremont and Cockermouth.
This was Henry’s second marriage and was undoubtedly a
shrewd political manoeuvre. Maud was the sole heir of both

her father’s and her husband’s fortunes: the marriage ensured
that the Percy land and power-base almost doubled as a result.
The Lucy family agreed to the marriage on condition that Henry,
and his heirs, bore the Lucy arms in their own heraldry.
The window shows how the shield incorporates the Percy arms
(lions) in the top left and bottom right quadrants and the Lucy
arms (pikes), in the other 2 quadrants.
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